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During the Senate Commerce Committee hearing on March 2, 2010, U.S. Transportation
Secretary Ray LaHood testified that a “brake override system would prevent sudden unintended
acceleration.” He stated that other vehicle manufacturers adopted the brake override system
“years ago.” In addition, he declared that the brake override repair “is not a costly mechanical
fix;” it involves simply changing the instructions in the vehicle's computer. Secretary La Hood’s
statement is supported by the attached affidavit of automotive expert consultant Gerald
Rosenbluth (Ex. 1). Automotive Consultant Rosenbluth verified, through analysis and testing of
Toyota-manufactured vehicles, that the installation of a brake override system on recalled
vehicles consists of consist of “flashing” or sending an appropriate instruction to the engine
computer and that the cost is very minimal. Senator Mark Pryor of Arkansas introduced
evidence at the March 2, 2010 Hearing that State Farm Insurance statistics reflect that in 2002,
the year Toyota installed electronic throttle control on its vehicles, complaints of sudden
acceleration tripled.

Defendants’ reneged on their promise to install a brake override on dangerously defective
recalled vehicles, despite the admission of President Lentz that the current recalls will not
entirely solve the problem is particularly troubling. In November and December 2009, Toyota of
North America advised NHTSA, all of its regional offices, and all of its dealers that Toyota
intended to add a supplemental function to the software for the Camry, Avalon and Lexus ES
350, IS 350, and IS 250 models being recalled. It stated, “These models will have a brake
override system installed, which will cut engine power in the case of simultaneous application of
both the accelerator and brake pedals.” (Ex. 2, p.1; see also Ex. 3, p.1, Ex. 4, p.2, Ex. 5, p.1, Ex.
6, p.1, Ex. 7, p. 1). During his Congressional Testimony, President Lentz repeated the

representation that Toyota would install a brake override system on existing Toyota Vehicles.
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